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Art is the happy science of the soul
Exploring nature under spiritual influence.
-Robert Graves
Drawing is the true test of art
-J.A.D. Ingres

In these essayshlavewritten too much about weather ahot enough aboutrt ¢ too much
almanac, not enough art. Forgive my audggientle reader, if | call myself an artist, fostfch
was nota career, itvasat least an intentiorg one | have spent many happy hours pursuing
Weather turns a stern face taavds ughis month so | turnhereto a warmer one; art. This
indoor month is a good time tarite by a cozy fire on an icy daypd writeof art, and where it
begins.

How does art begin? The beautiful actress, F&alcett, was one asked which of the organs
of the body was the most erotid.he mindwas her answer. Theiaedeed isalsowhere art
begins,in the mind, where wehope fora quickconceptionfollowed byan easy delivery.

What, then, do artistsdo for us?They seek toeflect beauty in all its manifestatiorgsin the
soul of a person oa place,celebratinggrace in the movements of animaadthe growth of
plants,findingthe meaning of an evenhelping us to seéhe life in moving water andlouds
light and shadeEvery good painting should administer a slight shafalecognitionor
discovey of some truthwe knewbut had forgotten An epiphany, if you will.

Setching isquick conceptionbut all else depends on it. Who has not heard thHeservation

from a viewerof aone of his or hepaintings: that looks like a photograpghAlhough meant as

a compliment, the artist may not take it thus. Photographs of cypresses in Provence look very
dull displayedalongsidet | Yy DRamtikd3 af writhing trees, and who ever saw

constellations swirlingnd exploding like fireworks as he did in 8tarry Night?

Anotherviewer commenisL  Odveh@aw a stick figureThen you should draw them evg
dayand soon younayproceed beyond them to gestes andoutlines, then toshading,and
finallyto coloror sculpture. Art, like golf and music, is mostly practj¢ke restis passionand
perception.Who hasot heard the answeto a lost tourist by the man on a New Yatkeet:
how do | get to Carnegie Hall? Practice, Practice.

Now to some personal experiences and conclusions on sketching. Sketching serves several
purposes, memory being but one of those. Others include capturing a sense of place,
reconstruction of a historic event or persorg senseof motionand gesturea celebration of

light, a seard for compositon, a reconvening of some special memory, a discovery of meaning,
an expression of feelinfpr a loved onegxploring a mysterypr composinga hymn to our
Creator.What follows are examples of a few of mine.



This is aeconstruction of an actual historicem& G KS mT dpo LYRALFY FaGdlF Of
station, the largest such attack of the pioneer period. It was chosen as the Sumner County
Bicentennial Celebration in 1996. Tasistic challenges hee isaccurate histoicaland

geograyhic, as well axapturing thedramaof the moment At the site | sketchedhe view

acrosshe cornfield from the forsite, as well as thelistanthills acros8ledsoe creekalley |

constructedin my pasturdq ¥ Sy OS 2F aLJ A Nnd fecuitet Bdd Pavifl A y I Qa
as a modefor my ancestor, William HaDressedn pioneer clothing andholding his rifle, he

took arunning jump onto the fence as | sketchedThen he knelt behind the fence to simulate

David Wilsorproviding covering fireSketching can capture just such a momexttding its own

distortion andurgency ina way a frozen photo does nddistantgdzy a Y2 1S FTNRBY (GKS L
volley fire, the downed overseer, the rearing hassthe fleeing farm workes; and William

I €€ Qa LIAIGFAEL T+ NBa AhakaBINGIS @S NEiMhe Indians had

fired their volley, then chargeavhile they were reloading, routing the attackers. The
O2YLRaAlGA2y Aa fA1S6AEAS LI YYSR Aybotikeieg 41 Si OK
placed along the Golden SectieéOctobeQd ! NIiAad '€ YLyl Ov yR GKS
pointing toward Hall as the focal poifurnish a strong diagonabffsettingthe otherwiseboring
horizontalsof the paintitngand adding dramaSee the sketcheselow.




Not all sketches lead to a finished
painting. Somere only an evocation
of the grace or beauty of an object in
itself, as this crystal bowl., or this
magnolia bloom.

Others arereminders of a place dear
to our hearts¢ home sweet home




Horsegyrazing in the Ack pastureare among the most gracefuvillingof subjects




Yet the proper subject for man is man, and interests us more than any other.

Daughter Lina at kitchen tadbl




